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 "Over the last few years, Berkshire county has worked to establish                and promote small  high-tech and manufacturing companies to                fill the economic void left by previous years of  corporate                downsizing.  As large-scale, traditional manufacturing becomes                a relic of the past, we must continue to embrace new technology                firms that will compliment our highly-skilled workforce. With the                anticipation of Electric Vehicles (EV) Worldwide “ a new high-tech                electric vehicle manufacturer “ Berkshire County will embark on                an important partnership among the federal government, the city                of Pittsfield and private industry. 
                 
               "Today, I gathered with many key allies of economic revitalization                in Pittsfield to announce a federal grant of $1.35 million to establish                a partnership between the Pittsfield Economic Development Authority                (PEDA) and EV Worldwide.  Symbolically, this meeting was held                at General Electric Building 19 which once represented the economic                lifeblood of Pittsfield. And now, thanks to the efforts of public                and private officials, Building 19 will thrive again.  All                of us remember the uncertainty, the skepticism, and even the outright                pessimism about the economic future of Pittsfield during the deliberations                between GE and EPA to clean and revitalize the former GE site. Thanks                to the strong leadership of Mayor Gerry Doyle and Council President                Tom Hickey, the city achieved an equitable and environmentally sound                settlement that opened the way for EV Worldwide. 
                 
               "EV is a joint venture led by the innovative technology guru Jim                Hogarth, President of EV Worldwide and Michael Armitage, CEO of                the U.S. Venture Group.  EV Worldwide has a history of building                clean, energy-efficient, battery-powered vehicles.  These commercial                vehicles are capable of driving long distances comparable to today°s                typical combustion engine vehicles. 
               The company plans  to produce several different fleet vehicles,                ranging from mass transit buses to postal delivery and urban delivery                vans similar to UPS and FED-EX vehicles. Once the models are complete,                EV Worldwide will begin marketing these vehicles to the federal                government and private companies. All of the phases of this innovative                endeavor “ research, design, planning and production “  will                take place here in Pittsfield.              

"How did this all come about? Back in the spring of this year,                my former colleague in the State Senate, Marty Reilly, and Jim Hogarth                of EV Worldwide came to me with their proposal to develop an electric                vehicle manufacturing center in Pittsfield.  They asked for                my help to secure a modest sum of seed money through the federal                appropriations process.  After an intensive study of their                proposal and with the assurance that the project would have adequate                private capital, I agreed to help.  In June of this year, I                included an earmark in the House version of the FY 2000 Transportation                Appropriations bill, which the House of Representatives voted to                support soon after.              

"Later in the fall, after the Senate passed its bill, the House                and Senate entered into a conference committee to rectify the different                version of the bill.  Senators Kennedy and Kerry gave critical                support for the project, and despite budget cuts, I was able to                use my position as a member of the conference committee to ensure                that the earmark remained in the final conference report that would                be sent to the President.              

"The President signed the FY 2000 Transportation Appropriations                conference report into law on October 8, just a few weeks ago, thereby                codifying the $1.35 million for PEDA in the Federal Transit Administration°s                budget for transit, planning and research.              

"PEDA will play an integral role, both in facilitating the funds                received from the U.S. Department of Transportation°s Federal Transit                Agency, and through facilitating the relationship that develops                between Berkshire County and EV Worldwide.  As the intermediary,                PEDA will administer these resources as part of their overall efforts                to revitalize and promote economic development within this brownfield.              

"In addition to new jobs, EV Worldwide can play a major role in                helping the federal government protect the environment.  The                Energy Policy Act was established to decrease the nation°s reliance                on petroleum.  And, the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 focused                on improving air quality for all Americans.  These laws, coupled                with an increased public awareness about the need to utilize our                resources more efficiently, drive the development of alternative                fuel vehicles for the future.  That future is not too far away,                when we will have a large number of non polluting vehicles on the                roads.              

"Already, certain agencies within the federal government must begin                integrating alternatively fueled vehicles in the year 2001.                 The Postal Service, for example, will be required to purchase 50%                of its fleet as alternatively fueled vehicles in just two years.                 There is also a market for non polluting buses to carry passengers                in numerous public transit districts “ urban, suburban and rural                “ across the country.              

"I am pleased to have played an instrumental role in the first                venture between PEDA and Electric Vehicles (EV) Worldwide.                 The establishment of EV Worldwide in Pittsfield will help generate                economic growth throughout the region by providing good-paying,                high-tech and manufacturing jobs.  EV Worldwide is also a reminder                of what can be accomplished when the federal, state, and local government                successfully work together with private industry.  Businesses                often play an independent role in fostering economic growth, but                the government can strive to become an equal partner in this effort.                 By continuing to work together, we can ensure a bright economic                future for the Berkshires."             
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